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Thank you Carol for a fabulous year as President! 

Welcome to the HUGE July edition of the ‘St. George Standard’.  I seem to say this every month, but June was 

a  very busy month with lots of events as the Rotary Year came to an end .   If you would like to support your 

newsletter send your submissions to the editor by the 25th of the month @Julia.collis@tbguk.com.  Enjoy! 

For latest details on progress 
to eradicate Polio, check out  
www.ribi.org/thanks-for-life 

I think I speak on behalf of all our members and friends throughout the districts on what has been an in-
credible year under your Presidency Carol.  You have worked hard to foster fellowship and develop a great 
team spirit between us all and have ceaselessly lead from the front.  Even when you were dogged with the 
dreadful flu virus and lost your voice for what seemed like months and months, you turned up, co-opted a 
spokesperson on your behalf, and carried on.   

This year has been simply amazing and you so deserve your much anticipated holiday over in Canada.  We 
must also remember the great support you have had from David, whose wicked sense of humour (!) has 
more than brought a smile to many faces along the course of the year.   

Your President’s night was great fun and the organisation fantastic.  It was super to see David Davis and 
Jane Davies receive their Paul Harris Fellowships and Al to receive the Presidents Shield for his  record 
breaking work leading the membership committee (when he finally got back down the mountains).  A spe-
cial thank you must go to Andreas Stavrinides for stepping up to President a year earlier due to circum-
stances beyond his control.  We are all there to support you Andreas, if you need help, just holler! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol, not only have you been a great leader, a great participant and a great supporter, you have done it all 
with a great calmness and always with your lovely smile.  We look forward to having you back with us after 
your holiday—Enjoy and Thank You. 

With best wishes from all your friends at Rotary Club of Windsor St George. 

 



President Address 
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I can't believe the year is over and this is my last President's Address! 

Our first meeting in June was the Club Assembly when Andreas and his team out-
lined their plans for the next Rotary year.  It's sure to be a good one. 

David and I together with Richard and Marilyn attended Easthampstead's Presi-
dent's Night where Richard Stilgoe and members of the Orpheus Centre enter-
tained us with music and song.  Richard founded Orpheus in 1997 and it's a resi-
dential performing arts centre where disabled and non-disabled young people cre-
ate and perform pieces of music theatre and he has done so much wonderful work 
with the students. 

Several members attended Chris Clark's splendid BBQ by the river on a beautiful sunny afternoon.  The food 
was delicious and President James Lang was particularly attracted to one of the raffle prizes.  We all enjoyed 
our boat trip on the Thames, it was just so peaceful out on the water. 

I thoroughly enjoyed President's Night at Stirrups on a lovely 
sunny evening as we could all enjoy drinks out on the terrace.  
It was a special day for me as my Rotarian son flew in from 
Texas as a surprise.  He was delighted to see so many old 
friends, especially the Past District Governors that he worked 
with on various District Conferences. 

During the evening, we were able to speak to our team as 
they began the 3 Peak Challenge and tell them that we raised 
several hundred pounds on the night for Sightsavers which 
then took them over their target of £5k.  Thankfully, they all 
returned safely and although they were exhausted, they were 
exhilarated to have accomplished such a remarkable feat and 
their final total well exceeds £6k. 

Julia. our esteemed editor of the newsletter, gave a job talk 
and drew us into her world of high powered marketing which was absolutely fascinating.  Julia has success-
fully won contracts with some of the most famous names in the business. 

We experimented with holding an evening when all committees met at a regular meeting.  Each table was re-
served for individual committees and it seemed to be a popular concept.  All members present thought we 
should continue to see if it is viable as it avoids having to attend meetings on other evenings. 

We were proud to have a representative at the Rotary International Convention in Montreal.  Phil and Nina at-
tended and thoroughly enjoyed it please refer to Phil’s report on pages 7 and 8. 

The month was rounded off with an absolutely lovely Garden Party for Foundation, 
hosted by David and Jean Davis.  It was a fabulous afternoon and the food was amaz-
ing.  Phil won the Duck Race but then very kindly donated his winnings to Foundation.   

Finally, the evening of the handover and the official end to my term of office.  District 
Assistant Governor, Moya Harvey presented the club with the Presidential Citation 
which was a lovely end to the year. The experience has been incredible and I will never 
forget it. The members have all been so supportive and I send my heartfelt thanks to 
each and every one and to the partners for their valued friendship. 

I wish Andreas and his team the very best of luck and I look forward to the next Rotary 
year with great enthusiasm. 

 

Carol Buckland 
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Windsor St George Rotary Club 
Mountain Challenge 

Dear supporter 

We would like to thank you for your support for our recent Rotary Mountain Challenge, in aid of Sightsavers 
International. 

We completed the challenge in 27 hours 36 minutes, and our feet are now enjoying a well deserved rest! 

So far we have raised over £5000 for Sightsavers, through sponsorship and fundraising events.  If you have 
sponsored us, please do let us have the money as soon as possible.  In addition, our Just Giving site will be 
open for another few weeks. 

We wanted to share with you a few photos and stories from our challenge weekend, so that you could see how 
we got on.  You can also visit our blog http://wstgmountainchallenge.wordpress.com.   We are happy to visit 
any Rotary or Rotaract clubs in D1090 who would like to hear more about Sightsavers and about the challenge, 
so please get in touch! 

Ben Nevis 
The Scottish weather was very kind to us, and we were able to walk up to 
the summit without getting rained on or snowed on.  There was very little 
cloud around, apart from a layer at the top, so we enjoyed spectacular 
views on the way up and down.  We completed the walk in 6 hrs 36 mins, 
and were treated to a hot meal of pasta with tomato and mushrooms, 
followed by a side order of midge biting! 

 

 

 

Helvellyn 
Unfortunately the weather in the Lake District wasn’t quite so consider-
ate.  We started the walk at 2.30am, in the dark and the rain.  As we were 
doing the walk in June, it became light within an hour, with no more need 
for head torches.  But the rain continued and turned to wind at the sum-
mit.  The walk up and down Helvellyn was different from the other two 
peaks as we started and finished in different places.  We ended up in 

Glenridding, walking past the Youth Hostel where we had stayed during our training weekend.  This walk took 5 
hrs 8 mins, although it did seem longer because of the conditions.          Continued/over... 

 



Mountain Slayers Update continued… 
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Snowdon 

And finally, Snowdon.  We were beginning to think that our luck had run out with the 
weather when we arrived in Llanberis, as it was pouring with rain.  Fortunately after 
about half an hour the rain eased off, and we were soon nice and warm from our uphill 
walk.  By this time our feet, knees and long lost muscles were hurting, so our progress 
was slow.  After a quick celebration at the top, we headed back down, admiring the 
views on the way, but getting wet as the rain had started again.  We got to the summit 
and back down again in 5 hrs 30 mins, which was slower than our training walk.  BUT 
we had completed the Rotary Mountain Challenge, and  raised over £5000 for 
Sightsavers International.  All in all quite an eve ntful weekend, we’re sure you’ll 
agree!  
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Really appreciating the texts, tweets and FB messages of good luck, they're keeping us going  
Team Slayers reached Snowdon summit at 1735.  
Team Slayers have completed the 3 peaks challenge arrived at Snowdon base camp at 1950  
The Mountain Slayers are on their way home having slain Ben Nevis, Helvellyn and Snowdon!! Will let you know when 

blog updated.  

And finally, a big thank you to the organisations t hat have supported us  

Hitachi Capital  - for free of charge minibus hire        
Rhos-y-Gwaliau Outdoor Centre  - for use of their facilities for our training weekend 
F5 Networks  - for helping with some of the costs on the weekend 
 

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
 
The Windsor St George Rotary Club ‘Mountain Slayers ’ 
Phil, Nina, Mike, Gaby, Ian, Catherine, Al, Guy. 
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Trip to Goslar Report 

It was a small group who visited Goslar this year this year. Ossie and Ruth flew out a few days earlier to see their 
friends, Mervyn and Josie drove, also taking the opportunity to visit friends en route, Guy drove, Gaby went by Air Ber-
lin while Carol, David and Trevor made an impressive but delayed entry on account of their flight being cancelled. They 
are all applying for positions as tour guides to Terminal 1.So they missed their lunch at the Maltermeister Turm, a tav-
ern near the top of the Rammelsberg overlooking Goslar.  

They didn’t do too badly though; a last minute change in the programme 
meant that they missed the trip to the brewery, where Ossie was inter-
viewed by the local paper (fine pending!) and instead went with Presi-
dent Georg and Gerhard, to a very nice restaurant just a stone’s throw 
from the distillery where a few years ago, Chris Davies, totally under the 
banner of research, attempted to sample every single type of Schnaps 
produced there! On the first full day which started wet and cold  a small 
convoy of private cars took everyone right across the Harz mountains to 
Bad Frankenhausen.  

This was a trip of about 100 miles and involved travelling in 3 different 
German states, much of the journey being spent in the former German Democratic Republic. Theoretically this was a 
two hour trip which eventually took closer to three hours due to road closures and diversions in the Harz moun-
tains.The destination was the Panorama Museum where everyone was amazed by the panoramic picture painted by 
Werner Tübke between 1983 and 1987. The canvas is 123m long and weighs 1.1 tonnes. It was primed used a secret 
recipe found only on Russian religious icons and before he began painting, Tübke spent 3 years designing a model. 
The theme of the work is the German Peasants’ War but there are so many sub themes that many visits would be 
needed in order to gain a real understanding. After all this mental exertion, the next requirement was a good lunch 
where most of the party sampled the local delicacy of Thuringian sau-
sage. Heavy rain delayed  departure to the Kyffhäuser hills but we were 
soon underway and Gaby showed how her preparation for the Three 
Peaks Challenge had paid off by racing up the path to the monument 
while the rest of the group , not wanting to show her up, proceeded at a 
more leisurely pace. The monument shows Friedrich Barbarossa at the 
base and Kaiser Wilhelm I at the top.  

Then off again back to Goslar where, after getting changed, the evening 
was spent in 3 groups with various Rotarians who were not hosting this 
year. Trevor’s hosts were Dirk and Kerstin Junicke. Dirk explained that 
his house had once been a school and there was an impressive sword on 
the table! They know how to instil discipline in Germany! But the sword 
was there for a reason. Dirk showed everyone how to open a bottle of 
champagne with it but most people will probably continue to use the less spectacular but equally effective method with 
which we are all familiar. It was a thoroughly enjoyable and convivial evening.  

Mervyn and Josie were entertained to dinner at a local hotel where Gaby, President Georg Heine, and President elect 
Klaus Schumann had the opportunity to discuss the future of the Goslar Nordharz/Windsor exchange. The next day 
provided the opportunity for a bit of a lie in as the start of the day’s proceedings was set at 10:15. Again in a small con-
voy of cars the party was driven to Halberstadt where they were given a guided tour of the cathedral in English after 
which they were shown round the Treasury where there were many old and priceless mediaeval artefacts on display. 
The great grandfather of President Georg had founded a bird museum in Halberstadt and this was immediately next to 
the cathedral. Georg’s great grandfather had made a collection of 8000 birds and hundreds of these from all around the 
world were on display with many hundreds more stored in a number of huge cupboards in an annexe. There was also 
a large chest freezer there where any birds sent to the museum are stored until they can be prepared for display. Hal-
berstadt, like Bad Frankenhausen, lies in the former East Germany.                      Continued/over... 
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Trip to Goslar Report 
It was noticeable that the road surfaces were all first class and this is because the infrastructure of the former commu-
nist satellite was so dire that much time, money and effort had to be expended to get things up to scratch.  

In the evening there was a very pleasant get together in a hotel with a 
splendid view of the surrounding area. President Georg made a 
speech to which President Carol responded and members of Windsor 
St George drank a toast to the Goslar club.  

Then came the fines. Everyone from Goslar was fined, either for a 
specific offence or for being too well behaved and all Windsor St 
George club members were fined too. Everyone paid up in a spirit of 
great generosity and President Carol presented the total of 100 Euros 
to President Georg to use for any charitable purpose chosen by their 
club.  

Guy presented all the ladies of Goslar Nordharz with a hand blown 
glass vase containing a rose. This was a wonderful gesture and 
greatly appreciated. After some singing which included “Auld Lang 
Syne”it was time to go home. All agreed it had been an excellent evening.  

And so to the last day. A change of plan meant that there would, after 
all, be  a guided tour of part of the town. The  guide spoke excellent 
and clear English and told the group many interesting facts about the 
1000 year old town. President Georg feared that the arrival in Han-
nover airport of the German winner of the Eurovision Song Contest 
might cause traffic build up so those who were flying set off about 
midday.  

The driver was President Georg, who had been a most gracious and 
considerate host throughout the stay, even serenading Carol and 
David on the viola! Everyone was sad to say goodbye but knew it was 
“Auf Wiedersehen”,  “till we meet again” in 2011.  

David and Carol speak for everyone when they say “It was a wonderful experience. We found our Goslar friends in-
credibly friendly and hospitable and it truly showed the value of having a link club.” All of us who took part would like to 
add “and so say all of us”. 

Trevor Morgan and Mervyn Simmonds 

The eternal Rotarian?  

At the end of our Handover night, Ossie asked me if I had seen a  newspaper item which reported that Methodists live 
longer than followers of other denominations. I replied that I knew that lovers of classical music had been shown to live 
longer than average lives because of the calming influence of music and we both knew that cat and dog owners had 
also been proved to lead longer and more contented lives. All of this is very bad news for the coalition government. The 
next Queen’s Speech is likely to contain bills proscribing Methodism, banning Beethoven, Bizet and Bach and introduc-
ing an unimaginable rate of tax on all owners of the afore mentioned pets. For Methodist Senior Citizens who are pet 
owning lovers of classical music, we understand there is to be a let out. They may continue to lead their lives as before 
as long as they agree to forgo their monthly pension. In the ancient world, if you wanted to keep your head on your 
shoulders when addressing royalty it was customary to begin “O King, live for ever”. Ossie is intending to buy a cat and 
would like all club members to precede any remarks intended for him to commence in  a similar style. All together now 
-”O Oz, live for ever!” 

Trevor Morgan 
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Rotary Convention in Montreal 

After enjoying the Rotary Convention in Birmingham last year so much, Nina and I decided to go to this year’s conven-
tion in Montreal, Canada.  We flew out on Saturday, 20 June and arrived in the evening at our hotel which was just a 
five minute walk from the Bell Centre, where the main plenary sessions were held. 

 

We got up early the following day to go and register at the palais des congres 
where we saw the vast House of Friendship.  There were stands where you 
could buy virtually anything with the Rotary logo on it, representatives from 
various charities such as Shelterbox, a Rotary Shop, Rotary fellowship stands 
and also stands for clubs to demonstrate the projects they had worked 
on.  The most extravagant of these was a replica of an African village that was 
run by a Rotary Club from California.  Naturally, I also noticed the large TV 
screen in the corner from which we could watch the World Cup. 

 

The main event on the Sunday was the opening plenary session to the 20,000 attendees where in addition to the main 
address by RI President John Kenny there was a ceremony where all of the flags of the countries in Rotary Interna-
tional were presented... which took a long time!  And the United Kingdom won the “award” for the most associated terri-
tories (narrowly beating the French)...  The session closed with a performance by a band called Celtic Thunder who 
sung a very eclectic mix of songs. 

 

Before Monday’s session, we attended a special breakfast for members of RIBI.  It was good to meet other members 
from the UK and Nina and I wore our Mountain Slayer tshirts, which was a very good conversation icebreaker – we 
even had people chasing after us to ask us about it... 

 

Monday’s plenary session started with some “thrilling” announcements and reporting of credentials from the RI General 
Secretary (if we’d known, we could have caught up with some sleep) but things then picked up with a talk from Father 
Marciano “Rocky” Evangelista about the work of the Tuloy Foundation in helping street children in the Philippines.  This 
was followed by a talk from Greg Mortensen about the work of the Central Asian Institute in promoting education 
(including for women) in Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

 

The highlight of the convention was undoubtedly on the Tuesday where the 
main speaker was Queen Noor of Jordan who gave a very enlightening talk 
about her work in the Middle East, in particular the Global Zero programme 
focusing on saving the environment and eliminating nuclear weapons.  She 
also praised Rotary’s efforts in building partnerships and alliances in the Mid-
dle East and for its Polio eradication programme.  Prior to the Queen’s presen-
tation, we had a very uplifting talk from Bruce Aylward from the World Health 
Organisation who reported on the “terrific news” that polio is on the run, and 
that Rotary’s vision of a polio-free world is within sight.  In particular, Dr. Ayl-
ward highlighted that India has now gone 6 months without any new cases of 
polio and the infection rate in Nigeria has been reduced by 99% within one 
year. 

 

Nina and I helped man the Rotaract stand on the Tuesday afternoon, where we had a great time meeting lots of Rotari-
ans and Rotaractors from around the world – including one man from Argentina who naturally knew Gaby! 
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Rotary Convention in Montreal 

The main speaker on Wednesday was Dolly Parton, who (in addition to singing!) talked about the work of the Dolly-
wood Foundation in promoting and advancing literacy... we were otherwise engaged as we’d gone to the pub opposite 
our hotel (at 10am!) to watch England narrowly beat the Slovenians in the World Cup. 

 

The closing ceremony had an address from the incoming RI President Ray Klingin-
smith who wants us all to apply “cowboy logic” next year...  There was also enter-
tainment from the singer Russell Watson which was very well received and he ap-
peared to really enjoyed the occasion. This was followed by a performance from 
Cirque de Soleil.   The convention closed with us all singing  Auld Lang Syne, led by 
Russell Watson. 

 

We also had lots of time to visit various tourist attractions and also had fun playing 
“Spot the Rotarian” whenever we were walking about town – some made it more 
obvious as they were still wearing their convention passes.  The sites we visited in-
cluded the Botanical Gardens, the old town and the Olympic Centre.  Nina was disap-
pointed that the Biodome was closed due to a strike as it meant that she didn’t get to 
see any penguins... they obviously went to great lengths to avoid seen by her.  We 
also went on a Rotary organised trip to Quebec City, one of the oldest towns in North 
America which had lots of historic buildings and, unusually for America, a wall that en-
closed the city. 

 

In addition, the Bell Centre was right next to Windsor Station, which was itself opposite 
St. George’s Church... 

 

We had a fantastic time at the convention and got to meet lots of new people and find 
out more about the projects that Rotary is involved in.  We would thoroughly recom-
mend that you all consider going to next year’s convention in New Orleans so that you 
can have a great holiday but also learn more about the great work that Rotary does. 

 

Philip & Nina Lenton 

 

 

Forthcoming Diary Date: 
2011 District 1090 Conference – Birmingham – 18th to 20th 
March 2011 – £ 245 per person, all inclusive - Save the date! 
More details to follow... (special presentation at club meeting 
on August 3rd)  or if you can’t wait until then, check out the 
website: 

http://www.1090rotaryconference2011.org.uk 
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Dates of Joining 
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~ Birthdays ~ 

 

Dinah Rewell – 29th July 

Catherine King—31st July 

  
 

~~~ 

 

 

~ Anniversaries of Joining ~ 

 

Terry Jones—03.07.90 

Philip Jackson—07.07.92 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are starting the trial of earlier meetings, 
starting at 7pm from Tuesday 6th July.  The 
hotel have also agreed to ensure our meals are 
ready promptly, so the evenings should also 
enjoy an earlier closing time of around 9.30 
pm.  

RYLA Candidate  

Our candidate for this year, Elliott Woolley, attended our meeting on 25 May 
when Barbara Hunt gave a talk on the Information Centre which we all found 
most interesting.  Elliott works for John Lewis where he is employed as a sales-
person and has been accepted for management training. He very much enjoyed 
his evening with us and was most interested to discover a little about what Rotary 
does and how it works. He is very much looking forward to the Open Day at 
Crowmarsh Gifford and can hardly wait for the actual course itself! 

Trevor Morgan 

On yer bike!  

Every year for the past 5 or 6 year a team of half a dozen or so Rotarians from 
our club have taken part in the Richmond to Windsor cycle ride at the end of Au-
gust/beginning of September. Although including riding to the station to get the 
train to Windsor raises the total distance covered to well over 30 miles, it has al-
ways been good fun (even when we got soaked to the skin before we had even 
started or when work was being done on the track at Richmond and we had to 
get off at the previous station and ride an extra 5 miles to the start). This year the 
date for the ride clashes with the Sunrise walk which the club has supported with 
participants and stewards for the past few years. We can’t support both events 
so Richmond to Windsor will be without us this year. 

That might have been the end of the story but for a chance remark Julia made at 
club on 22 June. She let it be known that she has bought some extremely flatter-
ing cycle shorts and was looking forward to wearing them for the ride. There is no 
doubt that this piece of information would have ensured a much greater level of 
interest in the ride than normal and that it would have been necessary to organ-
ise a rota of male club members who would have been detailed to ride behind 
Julia to ensure assistance at any part of the ride where this was needed. 

So where do we go from here? Why don’t we organise our own bike ride some 
time during July or August. It could be just a short ride of 10 or 12 miles and we 
could make it a sponsored event. Perhaps someone might organise a tea party 
for our return. Please send me your ideas – tjmorgan@tiscali.co.uk and we will 
not have to hang our heads in shame for disappointing Julia! 

Trevor Morgan 

Editors note:  Thanks Trevor, but I don’t think I ever called them flattering and by 
the way, everyone else will also be required to wear their lycra cycling shorts!! 

Don’t forget!  



Garden Party Photos—27.6.10 July Calendar 
  6th     July Sight Savers Mountain  
  Challenge report 

 13th    July Business Meeting 

  20th   July School aid in Africa by Nina 
  Lenton preceded by a cello recital 
  by Paul and Imogen from 7.30 / 
  7.45 with dinner at 7.45  

   28th   July Micro Credit in Malawi  
  by John Stafford  

 

 

   July    August  

    6th  Tom Farrell  3rd August  Roy Hockedy 

   13th Nina Farzam  10th August  Philip Jackson 

   20th Gaby Gaut  17th August  Terry Jones 

   27th Al Gore   24th August  Vicky  Kapur 
       31st  August  Catherine King 

If you are unable to fulfil these duties, it is your responsibility to arrange for another member to 
substitute and to advise the Secretary.  Duties:   Guests’ Friend - Grace, Vote of Thanks to the 
Speaker and Objects of Rotary (if required).  When there is a Speaker, the member who has 
arranged for the Speaker to attend will be expected to introduce him/her at the relevant time. 

Speaker and Guests’ Friend 

Attendance 
 
Please note the change in details:  In order to register your apologies for a meeting, simply contact 

Bridget  on;     attendance@windsorstgeorgerotary.org.uk  

  Or e-mail: bridgetm@talktalk.net  Mobile: 07798620620 
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