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Windsor St George—A winning formula 

Welcome all 

This time of year is always busy and as Rotarians,  we do what Rotarians 
do best, and pull together to oull all the stops to achieve our common goals.  
This month has been jam packed with the Windsor Horse Show and Royal 
Tattoo; District Assembly,  the visit from our lovely friends from Goslar, The 
Rotary International Convention in New Orleans (which Judith and Tony 
Diment have attended), our AGM and of course the planning for Club 
Handover.   

The following newsletter contains many reports of what we have been up to 
but I would sincerely like to thank everyone for their continued commitment and support.  I am extremely  
proud to be your President this year and hope that you can join me at my Presidents Night on the 17th June 
where we can reflect on the achievements which we at Windsor St George have achieve this year and I 
hope, the fun we have had doing it. 

I am sure you would also like to join me in wishing our dear friends Jacky Constabile and Emrys Richards all 
the very best as they continue their return to good health. 

Andreas Stavrinides 

‘Award Winning’ 

� Africans have this thing called UBUNTU. It is about the essence of being human, it is part of the gift that Africa 
will give the world. It embraces hospitality, caring about others, being able to go the extra mile for the sake of 
others. We believe that a person is a person through another person, that my humanity is caught up, bound up, 
inextricably, with yours.  When I dehumanise you, I inexorably dehumanise myself. The solitary human being is 
a contradiction in terms and therefore you seek to work for the common good because your humanity comes 
into its own in belonging”.  Desmond Tutu—Archbishop Emeritus 
�

I  heard this on the 5.45am Thought for the Day on Radio 2 and as well as be-
ing touched by it, immediately thought that it was a perfect description of Ro-
tarians and how enriched my life is because of the work we do together… en-
joy.  JC. 
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HRH The Prince Philip 

SUMMER GARDEN PARTY 

June 5th 

Due to jam packed diaries and poor avail-
ability, Jean and David Davis have taken 
the decision to postpone this year’s Sum-
mer Garden Party in aid of Foundation.  
Weather and diaries permitting, this ex-
tremely popular event is hoped to be re-
scheduled later in the year. 

HRH The Prince Philip presented the  Rotary 
Challenge Cup to  the winner of the Disabled 
Carriage Driving Competition at the Royal Win-
dsor Horse Show. The cup was presented on 
behalf of the Rotary Club of Windsor St George. 
The cup was introduced in 2008 to mark the 25th 
anniversary of the club.  

This presentation was followed by a presentation 
to His Royal Highness to celebrate his 90th birth-
day in June.. HRH The Prince Philip is an Honor-
ary member of the Rotary Club of Windsor St 
George and President Andreas Stavrinides pre-
sented him with a cheque for £1000 for The 
Prince Philip Trust. 

Members of the Rotary Club of Windsor St 
George supported the Show and manned the 
Information Tent at the Show for five days as well 
as providing marshalling for the evening’s Royal 
Tattoo each night for the fourth year running. 
 
Royal Windsor Horse Show is the largest outdoor equestrian Show 
in the UK, with over 3000 horses and ponies taking part in more 
than 250 jumping, showing, and  carriage driving classes. The 
event has been running for over 65 years and takes place in Her 
Majesty The Queen’s private grounds at Windsor Castle. 
 
The Royal Windsor Tattoo is now in its fourth year and is rapidly 
becoming one of the most important military events in the UK. The 
2011 event took place from Thursday 12th to Sunday 15th May in 
the grounds of Windsor Castle – specially opened to the public 
during this time. 
 
Judith Diment 
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The Windsor Castle Royal Tattoo is now in its fourth year. It 
is a tri-service event supported by the MOD.  Each year Ro-
tary Club of Windsor St George has been providing stewards 
to help people as they arrive for the event.  Questions con-
cern everything from how do we get to the tattoo to where are 
the nearest toilets, restaurants, late night pharmacy and can 
we buy tickets.  Our club has received many thanks for this 
service and consequently promoted Rotary to an enormous 
public audience.  This year in a new departure the club also 
manned the information booth at the entrance to the shop-
ping village. 
But what is a tattoo?  I was asked this question no fewer than 
three times while providing help at the Royal Station en-
trance.  Thanks to Al Gore who researched it through Wikipe-
dia 
The word "Tattoo" is derived from "Doe den tap toe", or just 
"tap toe" ("toe" is pronounced "too"), the Dutch for “Last Or-
ders”".  Translated literally, it means: "put the tap to", or 
"close or turn off the tap".  The term "Tap-toe" was first en-
countered by the British Army when stationed in Flanders 
during the War of the Austrian Succession. 

 
 
 
The English adopted the practice and it became a signal, 
played by beat of drum to tavern owners to turn off the 
taps of their ale kegs so that the soldiers would retire at a 
reasonable hour.  The 17th century predates the practice 
of constructing purpose-built military housing.  Soldiers 
were billeted where lodgings could be obtained.  Col. Hut-
chinson issued the following order in 1644 to mitigate the 
late night carousing that would occur because of the lack 
of supervising of their superiors:  
"If anyone shall bee found tipplinge or drinkinge in any 
Taverne, Inne, or Alehouse, after the houre of bybe of the 
clock at night, when the tap-too beates, hee shall pay 2s 
6d."  
By the 18th century, barracks were constructed. The 
"Taptoo" or "Tattoo" was losing its original meaning and 
was becoming simply a signal for lights out.  In 1777 Tho-
mas Simes in his Military Course for the Government and 
Conduct of Battalion write: 
"The Taptoo beats at ten o'clock every night in summer 
and nine in winter; the soldiers must then repair to their 

quarters or barracks when the non-commissioned Officers of each squad call over their roles and every man 
must remain there till reveille next morning." 
 
 
Perhaps after the 10.20pm finish of our AGM we shou ld hold a tattoo every Tuesday evening!! 
 
Mervyn Simmonds 

What exactly is a Tattoo? 
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GOSLAR VISIT 

 

That this year’s visit to Windsor by our Rotary friends in Goslar-Nordharz was such an outstanding success is 
entirely due to the hard work and meticulous planning of Dinah, Chris and the International team. They even 
managed to arrange for good weather for the entire trip apart from a short downpour of rain while we were 
having our lunch at Wisley. 

Regular e mails and updates ensured that everyone knew what was expected of them and chauffeurs were all 
in place at Gatwick on Thursday evening despite some heavy traffic on parts of the M 25. Our guests arrived in 
good time and we set off for Windsor, all of us being grateful that Air Berlin now flies to Gatwick rather than 
Stansted! 

Friday morning saw us assembling at the Riverside station for a day’s visit to London. Travelling by train is a 
far more sociable means of transport than bus or car as one can move about and change seats at will. A short 
walk at Waterloo took us to the bus stop where after only a few minutes our bus (a hydrogen bus- what’s 
that?) arrived to take us to Tower Bridge. Most of us would, I imagine, not have described the journey as espe-
cially noteworthy. It’s true that we passed the London Eye and the Festival Hall but most of the route was, how 
shall I put it?...unspectacular. Nevertheless our colleagues from Germany were busy with cameras and mobile 
phones for the entire journey. 

Once inside Tower Bridge we were free to explore at will and there was certainly a great deal of fascinating 
information to take in. I remember well the incident in December 1952 when the 76 to Dulwich somehow got 
on to the bridge as the bascules were being raised. The driver at first braked, then realising that the bus would 
topple backwards, he accelerated as hard as he could,  leapt across the gap and managed to land on the 
other side by which time the alarm had been raised and the bascules lowered again. The mighty engines 
which raise and lower the bascules are a triumph of Victorian engineering skill and ingenuity. Then on we went 
to the Tower where we were allowed 3 hours to wander at will. For many of us the first port of call was the Ar-
mouries restaurant so as to get our strength up for the Crown Jewels, the White Tower, Traitors’ Gate or what-
ever other part of this wonderful part of our heritage took our fancy. Our return journey was remarkable for the 
fact that Guy had thoughtfully provided us with something to drink on the platform at Waterloo – champagne! 
In the evening people made their own arrangements and Georg and I were well entertained at the home of 
Ray and Edwige where Uwo and Freia were staying. 

Glorious sunshine on Saturday enhanced our journey by car to West Wycombe where we were due to visit the 
Hell Fire Caves and the Mausoleum erected by the Dashwood family. A beautiful drive through the Chilterns 
brought us to the village of Turville. Apparently it is used to film some television series and the fine old windmill 
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The celebration meal at The Manor Hotel was very good and the service excellent. My one regret was that my 
over indulgence at “The Bull and Butcher” meant that I was 
unable to eat the main course.  President Andreas and I did 
a double act where he read out a speech in German and I 
translated for the benefit of not just club members but also 
our friends from Goslar who quite unaccountably were not 
entirely able to follow the thread of our president’s foray into 
yet another foreign tongue. President Klaus Dieter followed 
up with an excellent speech in English which he had had to 
rewrite by hand during the afternoon, having left his word 
processed original on his desk in Goslar. (Gaby, be warned 
for 2012!). The floor was then mine to exact fines from our 
German colleagues and from club members alike. This went 
down well and we raised about £80 for the Goslar fund. 

 

On Sunday morning we made our way to Wisley where once 
again everyone appreciated the fact that we were all free to 
wander at will until it was time to leave. Traffic was light and 
we reached Gatwick with plenty of time to spare. Would 
anyone like to guess which club member was last to bring 
his guests to the Air Berlin check in?! And  so it was time to 
say “Auf Wiedersehen in Goslar”. I think I speak for all the 
drivers when I say we all felt a tinge of sadness as our 
friends made their way to the departure lounge...so that was 
that. 

In closing let me once more pay tribute to John Fido whose 
foresight and vision enabled our two clubs to join together in 
what over the years has been a most fruitful, happy and 
enriching experience for all who have taken part. 

Trevor Morgan 

 

 

Financial Planning                                                                                
Dan was a single guy living at home with his father and 
working in the family business. 
When he found out he was going to inherit a fortune when 
his sickly father died, he decided he needed to find a wife 
with whom to share his fortune. 
One evening, at an investment meeting, he spotted the 
most beautiful woman he had ever seen. Her natural 
beauty took his breath away. 
"I may look like just an ordinary guy," he said to her, "but 
in just a few years, my father will die and I will inherit £200 
million." 
Impressed, the woman asked for his business card and 
three days later, she became his stepmother.     Women 
are so much better at financial planning than men. 
 

Eric Malam 
Joke 
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How may I help you...?  

Thus those of us on duty at the Information Point for the Royal Windsor Horse Show greeted those who ap-
proached us with queries. In my own case, the answer to my question would probably have been “ By shutting 
up and letting Al or Pippa answer your query.” They certainly seemed to know all the answers and on those 
rare occasions when they didn’t, they knew someone who did. Armed with an impressive list of mobile num-
bers + a laptop, they soon got responses to every kind of obscure demand upon their services while my most 
useful contribution to the first morning was to discover where the tap was situated so that I could fill our kettle 
ready for tea or coffee. However, as the morning progressed and the other mornings I was on duty, I discov-
ered to my surprise that I was able to direct people to the various points of interest, to recommend food out-
lets, to locate items on the map and generally help people while promoting Rotary at the same time. On this 
important topic, no Rotarian is more proficient than Judith Diment at promoting Rotary by means of the recent 
newsletter with Bill Gates on the front. There were as many people carrying that item as programmes! It was 
certainly an interesting and responsible task and I think the club can be proud of the way it rose to the occa-
sion. 

We shared the centre with the “left luggage” department. In the main people left shopping there and increas-
ingly buggies as these were not allowed in the Castle Arena on Health and Safety grounds. Occasionally our 
colleagues running this section were not available and we were asked to provide the service. After H M the 
Queen had come out of the Members’ Area, I was asked to look after an ITV tripod; it was absolutely huge 
and weighed a great deal. It had many more than three supporting legs so I think a megapod might have been 
a better description. 

All the questions asked by the public were noted down on paper so as to provide a helpful database for a fu-
ture occasion. If you didn’t help this time, but feel you might like to in 2012 feel free to ask me any questions 
you like. Now, how may I help you...?! 

Trevor Morgan 

Action: Rotarians with an iPhone! 

Download the latest iPhone app from Rotary International... if you're interested in having Rotarians visit your 
club or having prospective members find your club, make sure your club's meeting address information is up 
to date in RI's Club Locator .   

Clubs (including e-clubs) without a proper postal address in RI's global database won't appear in the new 
Club Locator app. The app restricts access to club president and secretary contact information to users who 
enter their global database user name and password. 

An Android version is currently being worked on - so watch this space. 

How I recently raised £45 for foundation just throu gh taking out home  
insurance  
 
You always read about how you can save money on home insurance by shopping online and using price 
comparison websites.  However, what you can also do is use the Windsor St. George buy.at website to not 
only save money, but also raise money for the club. 
 
When I last took out a new home insurance policy (RAC Home Insurance), I went to the buy.at website and 
clicked on a link to the relevant home insurance provider.  Once I had taken out the policy, the club received 
£45 commission.                                                                                                                      Continued over/ 
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How I recently raised £45 for foundation just throu gh taking out home insurance continued...  
 
So far we have raised over £280 and the breakdown of the total by retailer is as follows: 

 
 
If ever you’re booking a flight through Expedia or taking out a membership of the National Trust, you can raise 
money for the club.  There are over 150 retailers that you can use through the website and many of which are 
household names, such as Amazon, B&Q, Marks & Spencer, Next and Waterstones. 
 
The web address is www.buy.at/windsorstgeorgerotary.           This is what the home page looks like: 
 

 
 
And this is how to use it…      All you have to do is remember to first go to the buy.at website and click on 
“retailer A-Z” as below.  You can also search for particular retailers or types of product through using the 
search boxes. 
 

 
If you know which online retailer to use, you can go directly to them using the alphabetical listing.  Alterna-
tively you can click on “all”:                                                                                                 Philip  Lenton 



Birthdays, 

 Anniversaries & 

Dates of Joining 
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Apologies folks —I missed the 
May celebrations in last 

months’s newsletter, so here 
are both May and June’s. 

~ Birthdays ~ 

 Terry Jones—29th May 

Tom Farrell—13th June 

~~~~ 

 Anniversaries of 
Joining  

Ossie Williams—17.05.84 

Renato Costabile—11.5.99 

John Driscoll—12.5.09 

Emrys Richards—14.6.05 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 
In order to register your apologies for a meeting, simply contact 
Bridget  on; 

attendance@windsorstgeorgerotary.org.uk  

Or e-mail: bridgetm@talktalk.net   

Mobile: 07798620620 

Speaker & Guest’s Friend 

If you are unable to fulfil these duties, it is your responsibility to arrange 
for another member to substitute and to advise the Secretary.   

Duties:   Guests’ Friend - Grace, Vote of Thanks to the Speaker and Ob-
jects of Rotary (if required).  When there is a Speaker, the member who 
has arranged for the Speaker to attend will be expected to introduce 
him/her at the relevant time.  

 
Jun    7  Rtn Rohit Sagar—’Job Talk’ & fellowship evening 
 14 AGM & Business Meeting 
 17 President’s Night—Duffield House, Stoke Poges 
  21  Speaker Mr Ian Shadrack—The Energy Challenge 
  28  Speaker—Caroline Wagstaff on her Forays into Publishing 
 
July    5th Partner’s evening—Club Handover (partne r’s 

ANNUAL PROGRAMME  

July 

05.07.11  Mike Brown 

12.07.11 Ray Brown 

19.07.11 Renato Constabile 

26.07.11 Julia Collis 

June 

07.06.11  Dinah Rewell 

14.0611 Emrys Richards 

21.06.11 Mervyn Simmonds 

28.06.11 Ossie Williams 

 

 

2011 /2012 ANNUAL PROGRAMME TO BE ISSUED IN 
THE NEXT EDITION 


